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Warmest Regards,

Prof., Dr. Art. 

Rūta Muktupāvela

The Rector of the Latvian Academy of Culture

G eniuses are not made in higher education institutions, Prof. Pēteris Laķis, the first rector of 
the Latvian Academy of Culture, said in one of his interviews, it is impossible to plan the 
exact number of talented theatre directors or contest winners who will graduate from any of the 
arts academies per year.

Yet, since the foundation of the LAC we have been ascertained that even if our Academy has not 
become a forge of geniuses, it certainly has become a forge of extraordinary and talented individuals. 
The members of our academic staff do their best to encourage the students to become competent 
professionals, to become bright, daring, and, most importantly, to become independently-minded 
people. It is always exciting to observe our students growing and evolving, sometimes doubting 
themselves, yet stubbornly searching for truth, making mistakes, but never losing courage to pur-
sue their dreams and discover their own path to creativity. We are there to help students to fully 
develop their potential. 

Hardly could there be found a field in the cultural life of Latvia where alumni of the LAC are not 
found. Besides working in theatres and contemporary dance groups, our students and graduates 
create wonderful films, work at embassies, ministries, museums, galleries, concert halls, and cultural 
centres. They create, produce, research, and become famous not only in Latvia, but also in Europe 
and all over the world. 

The Latvian Academy of Culture is not only about education, it is about a way of life! Don’t waste your 
time on trivia and dullness, aim for the divine perfection in everything you do, aim for excellence, 
be creative in arts, in science and, of course, in everyday life! So that you could look back and say: I 
have been part of the Latvian Academy of Culture and that is my superpower.



The origins of the Latvian Academy of Culture 
are closely related to the spirit of freedom and 
cultural renaissance that prevailed in Latvia at 
the time. It was founded on December 29, 1990 
and since then has continued to make a great 
contribution to the development of cultural and 
artistic research, performing arts (theatre and 
dance), film and audiovisual arts, cultural and 
creative industries both in Latvia and inter-
nationally. At the moment there are about 500 
emerging professionals of the cultural field en-
rolled in various study sub-programmes offered 
by the Latvian Academy of Culture.

The Latvian Academy of Culture is a small yet 
an extremely open and welcoming higher edu-
cation institution and that is one of the biggest 
assets in favour of choosing to study here. What 
sets us apart is our willingness to organise com-
munication in studies, research and life of our 
community in a very warm and personal way. 
During your stay at the LAC you will not only 
have the opportunity to hang out with your fel-
low students in many of the courses and out-
side curriculum activities, but also receive an 
individual approach from the staff members and 
professors.

NICE TO MEET YOU!
The Latvian Academy of Culture (the LAC in short) is an interdisciplinary higher education 
institution of culture and arts and a centre for cultural research, artistic work and creative 
entrepreneurship. 



Modernity
With foundation in tradition and experience, we work today to build a better tomorrow. We are 
topical and present in the processes of nowadays and willing to influence and move them. We are 
continuously improving while integrating the latest, most perspective and most significant.

Quality
To achieve excellence, we set the highest standards for ourselves. We are reliable and appreciated 
both by our students and lecturers, as well as by the employers and society as a whole.

Open-Mindedness
We are open to explore and embrace the different, the distinct and the diverse. We are approachable 
and willing to promote cooperation and create synergies. Open-mindedness in behaviour and choice 
making determines our growth opportunities.



There are 7 study programmes (with serveral sub-programmes) at the 
Latvian Academy of Culture, which are divided into three levels: bachelor’s 

(first cycle), master’s (second cycle) and doctoral (third cycle).

BACHELOR

MASTER

DOCTORAL

Arts

4 year 
programmes

Creative 
Industries

3 year
programme

Contemporary 
dance art

3 year
programme

Audiovisual 
Art

3 year
programme

Arts

2 year
programmes

Audiovisual and 
Performing Arts

Introduction to 
Museum Work

Stage Directing and 
Acting for Artistic 

Directors of Performing 
Art groups

2 year
programme

Arts

Cross-cultural
Communication

International Media and 
Culture Management

Culture Management
and Creative Industries

Cultural and
Intercultural Studies

Arts and Culture
Studies

Sociology and 
Management of Culture

Drama and Text
Studies

Stage Acting

Stage 
Directing

CPD AND LIFELONG LEARNING

Theory of
Culture



Studies at this department allow students to gain knowledge in the history and theory of culture. 
The studies fall into sections of the history of culture, philosophy, anthropology, literature, art 
history, folklore, as well as integrated methodology. Skills acquired in study programmes such 
as “Arts and Culture Studies”, “Drama and text Studies” and “Cultural and Intercultural Studies” 
empower students to do extensive research on different cultural phenomena and create works of 
art, especially in the form of literary texts, as well.

Graduates of this department successfully find jobs in newspaper/magazine publishing houses, 
news agencies, advertising agencies, museums, state administration, educational institutions, etc. 

During their studies in this department students acquire comprehensive knowledge about the the-
ory and history of culture, as well as courses related to their specialisation: sociology, management, 
marketing, creative entrepreneurship, etc. 

Students and professors of this department are also actively involved in various research projects 
on subjects, such as culture consumption, cultural heritage, etc. An integral part of the studies is 
the development of practical skills. Whether it is a specialisation internship in one of the research 
projects or work placement in a cultural organisation or a creative enterprise, each student must 
have taken part in at least two of the practical activities by the end of their studies. 

Graduates from this department usually work in different creative and cultural organisations, 
such as advertising and media agencies, recording or film studios, theatres, museums or galleries, 
publishing houses, etc. or become independent creative entrepreneurs themselves. The interdisci-
plinary format of the sub-programmes allows students to continue their education at the MA level 
in either arts or social science study programmes.

Department of Sociology and Management of Culture

Department of Theory and History of Culture



The Department of Cross-cultural Communication and Foreign Languages offers special-
izations in Cross-cultural Communication with several countries: Germany, Denmark, 
Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, France, Canada, the Netherlands, Nordic countries, East 
Asia countries. 

Within this department students develop advanced language skills in the language of their spe-
cialisation, as well as in-depth knowledge about the history and culture of different countries. 
Many of the lecturers who teach speciality courses in these specializations are native speakers of 
the specific language. 

Professionally, students in this department are competent in multilingualism and ready for contact 
with multicultural environments. Their extensive knowledge is used in different translation and 
interpretation projects during the studies. This is also one of the reasons why our students are 
sought after by different international companies and enterprises immediately after graduation. 

Department of Cross-cultural 
Communication and Foreign Languages

Department of Performing Arts

The aim of the Department of Performing Arts is to prepare in-
terdisciplinary educated specialists in theatre art and contem-
porary dance - professional artists, theoreticians and producers 
- who are capable of creating and organising art processes. The 
department offers sub-programmes in Contemporary Dance, 
Stage Acting and Stage Directing. Graduates of this depart-
ment form the core of the artistic scene in Latvia. They are able 
to work professionally in artistic groups, work as independent 
artists or continue their studies at the master’s level.

In 2015 the Department of Performing Arts joined the Platform 
of European Theatre Academies (PLETA), which aims to de-
velop professional opportunities and artistic co-productions 
exploring ways how different theatre traditions can effectively 
converse and contribute to the high quality artistic diversity 
and creativity of theatre art in Europe. In summer 2018, the 
Latvian Academy of Culture organized PLETA Summer School 
“Freedom Street” with 26 young theatre makers from 8 European 
countries creating 6 site-specific performances in Cēsis city environ-
ment under the guidance of an international team of mentors. Since 
2018 the department is also a member of NORTEAS platform – a network 
of Nordic and Baltic Performing Arts institutions in higher education, which 
aims to develop international cooperation in teaching of Theatre and Dance 
in the Nordic-Baltic area.

Theatre house “Zirgu Pasts”

The Department of Performing Arts occupies the building at 46 Dzirnavu 
Street, commonly known as the Independent theatre house of the Latvian 
Academy of Culture “Zirgu Pasts”. Many stage productions, graduation and 
study works, conferences and other cultural events are organised in this 
building, thus providing a regular and diverse repertoire. “Zirgu Pasts” is 
also home to the Creative Activity Centre, which manages and supports the 
artistic activities of all students at the Latvian Academy of Culture. 



Department of Audiovisual Art

Graduates of this department form the core of the film industry scene in Latvia as the young film 
directors, cinematographers, film editors, producers and film critics. Their work is screened in film 
festivals and receive awards all over the world including Berlin International Film Festival (“Mellow 
Mud”, Renārs Vimba (2016), Crystal Bear Award in the Generation/14+ competition) and Tampere 
International Short Film Festival (“Castratus the Boar”, Lauris and Raitis Ābele (2015), Grand Prix) 
to name a few of the latest. 

National Film School

The Department of Audiovisual Art is situated at the National Film School of the Latvian Academy 
of Culture (17 Elijas Street). The building which used to be the premises of the Latvian Independent 
Television now accommodates students and professors of the programmes “Audiovisual Art” (BA 
level) and “Audiovisual and Performing Arts” (MA level). 

The National Film School not only provides up-to-date education in audiovisual arts with infra-
structure and technical base that is in line with international standards, but also proceeds as the 
producer of student works, publishes theoretical, empirical and methodological research studies 
in the field of audiovisual arts, as well as organizes various events, such as film screenings, etc.

The National Film School is actively collaborating with several foreign universities especially in the 
Baltics States and Nordic countries that specializes in the field of audiovisual art. Since 2018 the 
National Film School of the Latvian Academy of Culture is also the member of European University 
Film Award (EUFA) network, which is presented and voted by European university students and 
aims to involve students of audiovisual art to spread the “European idea” and to transport the spirit 
of European cinema to the younger audience.



A ll research activities at the Latvian Academy of Culture are supported and coordinated by 
the LAC Research Centre, which unites the top researchers from all fields of study. The aim 
of the LAC Research Centre is to encourage development in the field of humanities and 

social sciences as well as to carry out research projects on internationally topical issues, which are 
significant for Latvia as well, in the field of culture and arts. 

T he Latvian Academy of Culture is also the only higher education establishment in Latvia that 
offers doctoral studies in the field of the Theory of Culture. The emphasis in these studies 
is on interdisciplinarity as a research method for analysing the processes of culture and 

art. The doctoral programme of the LAC encourages the emerging professionals to develop new 
research areas that would help to gain knowledge about the historical development as well as the 
topical processes of culture. 

CultureCrossroads.lv

Each year the LAC Research Centre publishes a peer-reviewed research journal „Culture Crossroads”.  
The main focus of the journal is on the interaction of cultural, artistic and creative processes as well 
as the synergy between them and other domains of national economy, politics and social life. It is 
targeted on the most topical issues and discussion points in culture studies and arts. The journal 
includes articles in the fields of ethnology, theory of culture, semiotics, cultural anthropology, mu-
seology, cultural heritage, management of culture, sociology of culture and art, cultural economics 
(including creative industries), cultural policies, audiovisual art, performing arts, theory of literature, 
musicology, law, linguistics, or other domains of culture studies and arts.

Due to the activities of the LAC Research Centre, significant success has been attained in the interna-
tionalization of research activities. At present, the LAC Research Centre is implementing the research 
project “CoHERE” (“Critical Heritages: Performing and Representing Identities in Europe”), which 
is the only project in humanities and social sciences financially supported by the EU programme for 
research and innovation “Horizon 2020”. Individually, researchers of the LAC Research Centre take 
part also in other international researcher projects, for example, the international project in the field 
of intangible cultural heritage policy and law funded by the Latvian-French partnership programme 
“OSMOSE” (A Comparative Research on Intangible Cultural Heritage Law in Europe). Since 2015, 
the Latvian Academy of Culture has been engaged in the European Network of Observatories in 
the Field of Arts and Cultural Education linked to UNESCO (ENO).

Student Research Conference „The-Art-of-Knowing”

Every spring the Latvian Academy of Culture organizes student research conference “The Art-
of-Knowing”. The aim of the conference is to create strong linkage between research and artistic 
activities in the field of culture and arts as well as to develop students’ ability to approach the issues 
in these fields creatively, comprehensively and thoroughly. The conference is distinctively interdisci-
plinary and allows students from both the Latvian Academy of Culture and other higher education 
institutions of arts and humanities to present their achievements in research and artistic activities. 
Visitors are also given the opportunity to see the latest artistic works of students from the fields of 
audiovisual art, contemporary dance and theatre art.

The annual research conference „Culture Crossroads” has become a traditional „autumn“ event 
attended and supported by the academics, researchers, culture policy makers and practitioners 
in the field of arts and culture. The goal of the conference is to develop a communicative platform 
for the approbation of the latest research achievements in the field of culture and arts, to expand 
theoretical and methodological approaches with emphasis on the potential of a variety of disciplines 
and interdisciplinarity, to encourage academic discussion and to share innovative ideas. 

Reasearch conference „Culture Crossroads” 



HOW TO BECOME A PART 
OF OUR COMMUNITY

Courses for International Students at the Latvian 
Academy of Culture are implemented in the fol-
lowing fields of study:

Every year around 20 international students from all around Europe come to the Latvian 
Academy of Culture as part of ERASMUS+ mobility programme.

For a full description of the application procedure visit:
http://www.lka.edu.lv/en/international-mobility/erasmus/application-procedure/how-apply/

Those interested in studying at the Latvian Academy of Culture may do so by contacting their 
university’s International Office and applying for the Erasmus+ programme. There are several 
procedures you need to follow, so we would be happy to provide you with a short guide that may 
also serve as a reminder.

Get nominated (apply to the Erasmus+ 
programme at your university)

Wait for the confirmation and instructions 
from the Erasmus Coordinator at the LAC

Fill out the Application Form and your Learning 
Agreement (choose your courses for the term) 
and send them together with other documents 
to the Erasmus Coordinator at the LAC

Wait for the official Acceptance Letter

Be sure that your travelling document 
(passport or ID card) is valid

Find yourself an accommodation for the term

Get to know your buddy and inform 
him/her about your arrival date if you 
want to be met in the airport

If you have any questions or problems 
do not hesitate to contact our 

Erasmus coordinator at the LAC

Enjoy your study period at the LAC

24 Ludzas street, Room 32 (3rd Floor)

ILZE BEIMANE

Head of International Exchange Programmes 
(bilateral agreements, outgoing students, ECTS 
credits, staff mobility)

ilze.beimane@lka.edu.lv, +371 67114814

KRISTĪNE BRAMBERGA 

International Relations Specialist 
(Erasmus coordinator for Incoming students)

 kristine.bramberga@lka.edu.lv, +371 67114814

Office of Communication and
International Relations

C O N T A C T S

Languages and Linguistics

Theory and History of Culture and Arts

Management and Marketing of Culture

Cultural Economics and Cultural Policy

Theory and Practice of Performing Arts



Student ID card: 
The official student card of the Latvian 
Academy of Culture is joined into one with the 
International Student Identity card (ISIC), thus 
allowing students to enjoy all the benefits of an 
ISIC card, such as discounts to shops, muse-
ums, coffee-bars, etc.

Have a friend in Riga!
The Latvian Academy of Culture has their own 
Erasmus buddy support team which helps the 
incoming Erasmus students during their first 
steps in Latvia and at the LAC. Each Erasmus 
student gets their own buddy which will in-
troduce them to life in Riga and help them in 
everyday matters. 

ESN RIGA
The Office of Communication and International 
Relations will also put you in touch with the 
European Erasmus student network ESN Riga 
that organises different cultural activities for 
international students. 

Visit ESN Riga webpage to find out more:
http://riga.esn.lv/

Student life in Riga
Student life in Riga is an active one. Different 
coffee-bars, nightclubs and music venues are 
just a few of popular student hangouts. You will 
also have the opportunity to take part in various 
activities organised for Erasmus students and 
their buddies, first of them taking place soon 
after your arrival to familiarise oneself with the 
LAC and your fellow students. At the Erasmus 
Welcome Evening we will show you around our 
premises, introduce you to the history and facts 
of Latvia and answer all of your questions.



LEGENDARY EVENTS
TO ATTEND
The Theatre Festival - The Autumn of the Patriarch
Since 2010 The Autumn of the Patriarch is the annual theatre festival of the Latvian Academy of 
Culture, which takes place in the first week of October. The aim of the festival is to stage the creative 
works of students in the form of a week’s marathon, which is often the result of interdisciplinary 
cooperation between the students of creative specialities (dancers, actors, theatre and film directors 
and playwrights) and students of theoretical specialities, who ensure translations of plays, perfor-
mance reviews and newspaper articles as well as help with the event management. The cooperation 
is also established with the students of other higher education institutions, for example, with the 
Latvian Academy of Fine Arts in the field of stage design. Each year the best play wins an opportu-
nity to be staged on one of the professional theatres of Latvia.

Crazy Night
The film-screening marathon Crazy Night traditionally features films from countries whose culture 
and languages are taught at the Latvian Academy of Culture and thus is organized with the support 
of foreign embassies and cultural institutes. Alongside masterpieces of world cinema, viewers are 
also able to get acquainted with the latest audiovisual works of the students that have already been 
noticed and appreciated in the Latvian cinema industry. In addition, visitors are also welcome to 
visit the chill zone and enjoy thematic music all night long. Crazy Night takes place at the National 
Film School of the Latvian Academy of Culture and is free of charge for everyone.

Walpurgis Night
The celebration of Walpurgis Night takes place on the night of April 30, which may also be referred 
to as the Witches’ Night. The celebration dates back to the 8th century, and legend has it that it was 
night when the gathering of witches took place for the Witches’ Sabbath. Inspired by the legend the 
eve of May Day is traditionally celebrated with dancing and feasting and at the Latvian Academy of 
Culture Walpurgis Night is the most splendid student event of the year. The event is organized by 
the Student Council of the LAC. It usually includes some elements from the legend, such as burn-
ing a witch at a stake combined with other festive activities: musical performances by well-known 
Latvian musicians and bands, all-night film marathons, etc. 



Eduards Smiļģis Theatre Museum

The building in 37 E. Smiļģa Street used to be the home of Eduards 
Smiļģis – one of the most important figures in the history of Latvian 
theatre, a legendary actor, stage director and the founder of the Daile 
Theatre. Apart from the permanent exhibition about the history of 
Latvian theatre and Eduards Smiļģis’ life, the museum also organises 
theatre performances and various other events, such as discussions 
with well-known Latvian stage directors, etc. However, over the course 
of time, everyone from visitors to staff and theatre professionals rec-
ognises that the museum building itself, constructed in the early 20th 
century, and its beautiful garden are among the most interesting ex-
hibits in the museum. Since 2009 when the museum became part of the 
Latvian Academy of Culture it has also turned into a space for creative 
experiments. Students specialising in stage directing, stage acting 
and contemporary dance have instilled new spirit into the serene life 
of the museum.

Riga Film Museum 

As a miniature museum the Riga Film Museum is special with its in-
novative and personalised attitude. The Museum hosts a labyrinthine 
exhibition space, a screenings room for regular screenings and con-
ferences, and a cinematheque, offering a wide range of Latvian and 
foreign cinema classics which can be viewed either individually or in a 
group. There are two exhibitions on display: a permanent exhibition on 
the history of Latvian film called „The Cinema Cabinet” and temporary 
exhibitions on different national and international cinema themes. The 
mission of the Riga Film Museum is to provide high quality cultural 
products, to create and promote an excellent and diverse audiovisual 
environment and educate the audience by ensuring accessibility to 
knowledge about film.

Eduards Smiļģis Theatre Museum 

37 E. Smiļģa street

Working Hours:

Mo. Closed
Tu. 11-18
We. 11-18
Th. 11-18
Fr. 11-18
Sa. 11-18
Su. Closed

Riga Film Museum

10 Peitavas street 
(entrance from Mazā Peitavas street)

Working Hours:

Mo. Closed
Tu. 11-18

We. 11-18
Th. 11-20

Fr. 11-18
Sa. 11-17

Su. Closed

OUR MUSEUMS



Living at the gateway between 
the East and the West
The Latvian Academy of Culture is located in Riga, the capital of Latvia, 
which is the biggest metropolis in the Baltics with more than 700 thousand 
residents. Historically Riga was a major centre of the Hanseatic League, deriv-
ing its prosperity in the 13th–15th centuries from trade with Central and Eastern 
Europe. Nowadays it is a modern business and study centre with thousands of 
students attending higher education establishments each year.

Riga is also famous for its diverse architecture – it is a city where you will find 13th 
century churches and medieval buildings in the Old Town, as well as many fine examples 
of Art Nouveau and Wooden architecture. Art Nouveau architecture makes up about 1/3 of 
all the buildings in the centre of Riga, making it the city with the highest concentration of Art 
Nouveau architecture in the world. Since 1997 the historical centre of Riga has been a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. 

A Unique cultural experience.
The cultural life of Riga is rich in many ways. While attending the Latvian National Opera House, 
you can expect top class classical operas, modern operas and ballet performances, children’s operas 
and original Latvian productions. Visit the various music venues of Riga to experience both classical 
and popular music performances. Enjoy one of the many art galleries or exhibition halls and you 
will find both the world classics of visual art, as well as the works of contemporary artists. In short, 
for each season there are plenty events to attend for everyone.

ABOUT RIGA

For more information on Riga visit:
http://www.latvia.travel/en



Costs of living
As most European countries we use Euro as our currency and this is what we pay for the most 
common things in Latvia.

Accommodation
The Latvian Academy of Culture has an agree-
ment with the student accommodation service 
company 1Home which offers our students to 
rent a room in a student hotel just at a 5 minute 
walking distance from the LAC. At the student 
hotel you can choose either single or double 
room with a separate bathroom in each room 
and a shared kitchen for the whole f loor. The 
approximate price is around 180 Euros per 
month, including rent, utilities, Wi-Fi, clean-
ing, etc. All rooms are furnished with all you 
need for a comfortable stay. The hotel has a 
canteen on the ground f loor for those who do 
not enjoy cooking. 

It is also possible to rent a shared f lat or a room 
somewhere in town with the help of 1Home or 
on your own.

For more information on booking a room in 
Riga visit: http://1home.eu/ 

Getting Around
The local transport in Riga is very convenient. 
A good network of buses, trams and trolley-
buses guarantees a cheap and fast way of trav-
elling in the city. The tickets are accessible in 
different trading venues (most common being 
Narvessen kiosks). 

Important! To get a student 
discount for public transport, you 
have to be registered in one of the 
public transport offices in Riga. 

Weather
Weather in Riga is predominantly maritine 
with gentle, humid winters and warm and 
rainy summers. Winters are slightly cold and 
snowy, with average temperature around -3 °C. 
Spring and autumn are rather warm and rainy 
with sunny spells in between, with average 
temperature 6°C in spring and 8°C in autumn.

Tea (Tēja)
 ~ 1 Euro

Coffee (Kafija)
~ 2 Euros

Beer (Alus)
~ 2,5 Euros

Fruits (Augļi)/ kg
~ 1,5-2 Euros

Vegetables (Dārzeņi)/ kg
~ 0,8-1,2 Euros

Bread (Maize)
~ 0,75-1 Euros

Bottle of Water 
(Pudele ūdens)
 ~ 0,5 Euros

Student Bus Ticket
(Transporta biļete)
~ 0,30 Euros

Cinema Ticket
(Kino biļete)
~ 5-7 Euros

Opera Ticket
(Operas biļete)
~ 7-20 Euros

Hairdresser
(Frizieris)
~ 30 Euros

Dormitory/per month
(Studentu kopmītnes)
~ 200 Euros

COSTS OF LIVING

As most European countries we use Euro as our currency and this 
is what we pay for the most common things in Latvia.



FIND US!

LATVIAN ACADEMY OF CULTURE 
EDUARDS SMIĻĢIS THEATRE MUSEUM 

37 E. Smiļģa street,
Riga, LV-1002

http://www.teatramuzejs.lv/

LATVIAN ACADEMY OF CULTURE 
RIGA FILM MUSEUM 

10 Peitavas street (entrance from Mazā 
Peitavas street), Riga, LV-1050

http://www.kinomuzejs.lv/

ZIRGU PASTS
Department of Performing Arts

46 Dzirnavu street, Riga, LV-1010

THE LATVIAN ACADEMY OF CULTURE
MAIN BUILDING

24 Ludzas Street, Riga, LV-1003

NATIONAL FILM SCHOOL 
Department of Audiovisual Art

17 Elijas Street, Riga, LV-1050



OUR JOURNEY
STARTS HERE!

Write down ideas for potential cooperation projects 
with the Latvian Academy of Culture.

What do you want to ask us?




