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Geniuses are not made in higher education institutions, Prof. Pēteris 
Laķis, the first rector of the Latvian Academy of Culture, said in one 
of his interviews, it is impossible to plan the exact number of talented 
theatre directors or contest winners who will graduate from any of the 
arts academies per year. Yet, since the foundation of the LAC we have 
been ascertained that even if our Academy has not become a forge of 
geniuses, it certainly has become a forge of extraordinary and talented 
individuals. 

The members of our academic staff do their best to encourage the 
students to become competent professionals, to become bright, daring, 
and, most importantly, to become independently-minded people. 
It is always exciting to observe our students growing and evolving, 
sometimes doubting themselves, yet stubbornly searching for truth, 
making mistakes, but never losing courage to pursue their dreams and 
discover their own path to creativity. We are there to help students to 
fully develop their potential. 

Hardly could there be found a field in the cultural life of Latvia where 
alumni of the LAC are not found. Besides working in theatres and 
contemporary dance groups, our students and graduates create 
wonderful films, work at embassies, ministries, museums, galleries, 
concert halls, and cultural centres. They create, produce, research, and 
become famous not only in Latvia, but also in Europe and all over the 
world. The Latvian Academy of Culture is not only about education, it is 
about a way of life! 

Don’t waste your time on trivia and dullness, aim for the divine 
perfection in everything you do, aim for excellence, be creative in arts, 
in science and, of course, in everyday life! So that you could look back 
and say: I have been part of the Latvian Academy of Culture and that 
is my superpower.

Warmest Regards,
Prof., Dr. Art. 
Rūta Muktupāvela
The Rector of the Latvian Academy of Culture



The Latvian Academy of Culture (the LAC in short) is an The Latvian Academy of Culture (the LAC in short) is an 
interdisciplinary higher education institution of culture and arts interdisciplinary higher education institution of culture and arts 
and a centre for cultural research, artistic work and creative and a centre for cultural research, artistic work and creative 
entrepreneurship. entrepreneurship. 

The origins of the Latvian Academy of Culture are closely related to The origins of the Latvian Academy of Culture are closely related to 
the spirit of freedom and cultural renaissance that prevailed in Latvia the spirit of freedom and cultural renaissance that prevailed in Latvia 
at the time. It was founded on December 29, 1990 and since then at the time. It was founded on December 29, 1990 and since then 
has continued to make a great contribution to the development of has continued to make a great contribution to the development of 
cultural and artistic research, performing arts (theatre and dance), cultural and artistic research, performing arts (theatre and dance), 
film and audiovisual arts, cultural and creative industries both in Latvia film and audiovisual arts, cultural and creative industries both in Latvia 
and internationally. At the moment there are about 500 emerging and internationally. At the moment there are about 500 emerging 
professionals of the cultural field enrolled in various study sub-professionals of the cultural field enrolled in various study sub-
programmes offered by the Latvian Academy of Culture.programmes offered by the Latvian Academy of Culture.

The Latvian Academy of Culture is a small yet an extremely open and The Latvian Academy of Culture is a small yet an extremely open and 
welcoming higher education institution and that is one of the biggest welcoming higher education institution and that is one of the biggest 
assets in favour of choosing to study here. What sets us apart is our assets in favour of choosing to study here. What sets us apart is our 
willingness to organise communication in studies, research and life of willingness to organise communication in studies, research and life of 
our community in a very warm and personal way. our community in a very warm and personal way. 

During your stay at the LAC you will not only have the opportunity to During your stay at the LAC you will not only have the opportunity to 
hang out with your fellow students in many of the courses and outside hang out with your fellow students in many of the courses and outside 
curriculum activities, but also receive an individual approach from the curriculum activities, but also receive an individual approach from the 
staff members and professors.staff members and professors.

NICE TO MEET YOU!



 

The best thing about Latvia and Riga is the seaside, which always 
gave me a movie-like feeling. I also liked walking around the Riga 
cemeteries (The Forest Cemetery in the Brasa District is stunning, 
especially during spring, when the flowers are blooming) and parks all 
around the city. Even when the emergency situation was announced, 
I was still able to move around Riga (and Latvia) freely, because the 
authorities made it safe for us to do so.  

The second best thing are the people. With some exceptions (most 
related to the passengers of the trolly no. 15) Latvian people are 
respectful and kind. You might sometimes find them rather distant, but 
they are nice and helpful in general, and if you get really close, they 
are amazing friends. They are also huge cat lovers, so if you like cats, 
Riga will suit you for sure, as there are many street-homes for cats and 
sometimes you can even count more than 15 cats in a single park.'

Cătălina (Iași, Romania)

“

The Latvian Academy of Culture is a great 
university with nice and friendly students and 
teachers. From the first day, I felt welcomed 
and everyone was really helpful. I had a lot 
of fun there and I made friends that I'm still 
in touch with. As to Riga - there were some 
things I needed to get used to, but after a 
while I completely fell in love with the city. 
I enjoyed my stay in Riga to its fullest and I 
honestly miss it a lot. It was probably the best 
experience of my life and I'm really happy I 
chose Riga.

Danny (Bratislava, Slovakia)

“



CULTURAL HERITAGE GOVERNANCE 
AND COMMUNICATION

LATVIAN ACADEMY OF CULTURE STUDY 
PROGRAMME

Language of study: English 
Full-time graduate programme
Government subsidised and paid study places
Tuition fee per year: 2,500 EUR per year
Duration of studies: 2 years (4 semesters)
Degree to be obtained: Master of Arts in Creative Industries
Study venues: Latvian Academy of Culture, museums, art storages, 
archives, other cultural heritage object, remotely
Specialization internship: Internship in cultural heritage institutions
International mobility opportunities: Studies, internships and 
graduates’ internships within the ERASMUS + exchange programme, 
opportunity to use foreign government scholarships and attend summer 
schools
Studies’ planning: Studies are planned in a hybrid format, simultaneously 
providing both full-time and remote lectures. Studies can be combined 
with work, as it takes place on Thursday evenings, Friday evenings and 
Saturdays.
Programme Manager: Elīna Vikmane

The programme was developed in the framework of the project 
“Development of New Study Programmes for the labour market of the 
cultural and creative industries sector” (No. 8.2.1.0/18/A/018).



   

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVE

The programme focuses on the paradigm shift in the cultural heritage 
impact and the diversity of its forms today, which requires a new type 
of cultural heritage communication and governance practice.
The programme objective is to provide students with a set of 
competencies and knowledge to promote understanding of the 
diversity and significance of cultural heritage today, its interpretation 
possibilities, its potential as a resource for developing critical and 
creative thinking with the aim to manage, interpret and communicate 
cultural heritage in a variety of ways.

PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION

The content of the programme is in line with current trends in the 
European Union, such as the need to promote a participatory and more 
open cultural heritage governance process, focused on local community 
involvement, sustainability, digitization and the use of modern 
technology to make heritage accessible and attractive.

Recognition of the economic potential of cultural heritage, critical 
heritage studies, heritage interpretation and reinterpretation, 
integrated and digital communication, interdisciplinarity and 
cooperation among heritage industry professionals. These trends have 
fostered the development of the study programme content, which 
consists of three parts:

• The section on cultural heritage analyzes cultural heritage from 
different perspectives, its types (both similarities and differences) with 
the aim to discuss cultural heritage studies at a theoretical level and 
to show how the understanding of heritage has developed under the 
influence of various factors. The importance of heritage as a resource 
(economic, educational, leisure, tourism, social integration, etc.) is 
being emphasized.

• The thematic section on governance is focused on the strategic 
management aspects of a modern cultural heritage organization – 
such organizations that are able to follow a participatory heritage 
governance approach and implement the potential of cultural heritage 

CULTURAL HERITAGE GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNICATIONSTUDY OVERVIEW

(including economic), while prioritizing heritage protection and public 
involvement. Strategic management of organizations, integrated 
marketing communication, creative entrepreneurship are balanced with 
the management of memory organizations.

• The Interpretation and Communication section is focused on 
promoting public involvement in heritage governance, modern, 
community-friendly and binding forms of heritage interpretation with 
the aim to explain the heritage value.

In order to ensure the acquisition of topics relevant to the field of 
cultural heritage, its governance and communication, 2 credit points 
are allocated to the so-called variable part or guest lecturers in the 
compulsory elective part of the programme.

The programme also includes Specialization internship in the amount of 
2 CP.



STUDY PROGRAMME OUTCOMES
 
• Ability to independently formulate and critically interpret cultural 
heritage processes on a local and international scale
• Knowledge of cultural heritage industries and systems in Latvia and 
abroad
• Knowledge of the types and manifestations of cultural heritage, 
heritage-related processes, legal framework, international and local 
initiatives
• Understanding of the need for cooperation and interdisciplinarity in 
the industry, ability to find and use various cultural heritage resources 
and tools (as well as those of the relevant institutions)
• Ability to create a variety of stories using modern and creative tools 
for cultural heritage communication
• Understanding and ability to implement different forms of cultural 
heritage governance (at different levels, e.g. institutional and 
municipal, in different forms, such as through community initiative or 
business), to attract resources for governance implementation
• Ability to independently use theories and methods of humanities and 
social sciences in research activities

TARGET AUDIENCE

The programme target audience are people with a Bachelor’s (or 
equivalent) degree in the humanities or social sciences with valid 
practical experience in cultural heritage and related institutions, or 
interest in this area, as well as people with several years’ professional 
experience in cultural heritage field (and any Bachelor’s degree or 
equivalent).

As a target audience, we consider not only employees of memory 
institutions, state institutions related to heritage, local governments, 
but also managers of cultural centers, employees of tourism sector, 
restoration or heritage sites, agencies, as well as those who want to 
conduct business based on or related to cultural heritage.

STUDY PROGRAMME CONTENT

Programme structure consists of three thematic blocks - cultural 
heritage and its protection, governance, communication and 
interpretation, as well as academic study courses – internship, Master’s 
thesis, research design.

• The heritage part includes such study courses as: Introduction to 
cultural heritage studies, Cultural heritage law and ethics, Types of 
cultural heritage and their preservation, Cultural and intercultural 
studies, Sustainability of cultural heritage, Cultural landscapes, Cultural 
heritage semiotics.

• The communication and interpretation part includes such study 
courses as: Interpretation of cultural heritage, Cultural heritage 
as a tourism resource, Exposition as a tool for interpretation and 
communication of cultural heritage, Creative thinking methods, 
Integrated communication, Pedagogical aspects of cultural heritage 
communication.

• The governance part includes such study courses as:  Memory 
institutions, their work and management, International cooperation, 
Fundraising, Digitization of cultural heritage, Entrepreneurship in 
creative and cultural industries, Strategic management.

CULTURAL HERITAGE GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNICATIONSTUDY OVERVIEW



CULTURAL HERITAGE GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNICATION

You will be required to bring the original documents when you got to 
the Academy.

APPLICATION FEE

Application fee is 150,00 EUR (non-refundable) per student.
Application fee consist of a 109,00 EUR registration fee and 41,00 EUR 
payment for the Examination of education documents by ENIC/NARIC 
Center.

Application fee is 20,00 EUR for citizens of Latvia who have 
obtained their previous education in Latvia.
Online application will be processed only after application fee received. 
Applicant will receive an invoice with the needed details to make an 
international money transfer via bank when creating online application.
For better service, candidates are requested to send receipt of 
application fee payment.
NOTE: Candidate pays all bank commission fees for international 
transfer.

APPLICATION FOR STUDIES

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Bachelor degree or comparable education. Education documents 
must be accompanied by English translations of all certificates and 
transcripts along with certification of the documents authenticity;
If English is not your native language, all students are required to 
provide a proof of English language knowledge. 
Foreign students will be asked to record a video interview.

ADMISSION

Deadlines for Autumn 2022

03.01.2022.–20.03.2022: 
Application deadline for applicants from non EU countries

03.01.2022.–8.07.2022: 
Application deadline for applicants from EU, EEE + candidate countries 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

 Application form and application documents must be submitted to 
e-mail: uznemsana@lka.edu.lv. All documents must be submitted in 
English:
• a completed application form;
• a copy of passport or identity card;
• a copy of the BA (undergraduate) diploma together with the academic 
transcript of records. Education documents must be accompanied by 
English translations of all certificates and transcripts with approval of 
the documents authenticity
• proof of English certificate or other acceptable information, according 
to the set language requirements by LAC 
• applicant’s Curriculum Vitae (CV) detailing educational background 
and professional experience in culture and arts, if applicable. English 
proficiency must be indicated
• a letter of motivation (3000-5000 characters in English)
After receiving all required documents LAC sends those to ENIC/
NARIC Center for evaluation. The ENIC/NARIC Center evaluates foreign 
qualifications. This process may take time up to 1 month. Several cases 
may take longer.



ADMISSION EXAMS FOR APPLICANTS SUBMITTED 
APPLICATION FORM TILL 20.03.2022. / For applicants from non 
EU countries

• Interview
Foreign applicants will receive invitation to complete online interview 
for motivation to study in the chosen study program via applicants 
e-mail till 21.03.2022.

• Admission Interview
All applicants are evaluated based on their results in the Admission 
Interview.
Applicants will receive invitation to complete Admission Interview via 
applicants e-mail till 25.03.2022.

ADMISSION EXAMS FOR APPLICANTS SUBMITTED 
APPLICATION FORM TILL 8.07.2022. / For applicants from EU, 
EEE + candidate countries

• Interview
Foreign applicants will receive invitation to complete online interview 
for motivation to study in the chosen study program via applicants 
e-mail till  9.07.2022.

• Admission Interview
All applicants are evaluated based on their results in the Admission 
Interview.
Applicants will receive invitation to complete Admission Interview via 
applicants e-mail till 11.07.2022.
Final admission decision will be announced till 18.07.2022.

ADMISSION EXAMSCONTACTS AND CALENDAR

CONTACTS

Department of Sociology and Management of Culture of Latvian Academy 
of Culture/  Head of the Programme Elīna Vikmane, 
elina.vikmane@lka.edu.lv

More information regarding admission 2022: 
+371 67114807
uznemsana@lka.edu.lv 

2022



Take a trip to Jelgava and Sigulda and 
also prepare yourself for winter, it’s very 
cold.

Enjoy Rīga while you’re 
there because you’ll 
miss it for the rest of 
your life.

Get to know some Latvians, they 
need some time to warm up to 
you, but it’s totally worth it.

Be open 
minded!

Enjoy a Black Balsam 
in a pub outside the 
Old Town. 

ADVICES FOR THE FUTURE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Spend more time outside.

Travel - around the 
country and beyond!

Don’t waste time on 
planning activities. 
Just do them as 
your time in Riga will 
be over sooner than 
expected.

Hang out more with 
people from the 
Academy and get to 
know more locals and in 
general people outside 
the roommates’ circle or 
people from the same 
country.



Latvijas Kultūras akadēmija / 
Latvian Academy of Culture

THE ACADEMY IN FACTS AND FIGURES

LKAkademija

www.lka.edu.lv 

lkakademija


